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Celebration Publications 
CONFERENCE ON EFFECTIVE LITURGY

The Catholic church, because of its deep ties to immigrant  
peoples, is called to join with other religious and humanitarian 

groups in promoting just immigration policy reform.  

Join pastors, preachers, liturgical ministers, deacons, campus 
ministers, teachers, musicians, catechists and all others who seek 
to make evident that what happens in worship is directly linked to 

what happens on our nation’s borders and in our communities.  

Featuring “Life on the Border: A Faith Perspective,”  
re�ections by Bishop Gerald Kicanas on efforts to bring  

the Gospel to the border reality.

‘Sisters’ exhibit to open
Visitors attending a preview examine panels at an exhibit saluting the contributions of vowed 
religious during Arizona’s �rst 100 years. �e display, at the diocesan Archives at St. Ambrose 
Parish on S. Tucson Boulevard in Tucson, will open to the public on Feb. 14. Admission is 
free. Hours are 9 a.m. till 4 p.m. on Monday, Tuesday, �ursday and Friday.

can do about it.”
He said he has friends who have chil-

dren with disabilities, in particular Down 
syndrome. He noted that about 5,000 chil-
dren with the genetic disorder are born in 
the U.S. each year, and currently there are 
about 400,000 people in the country with 
Down syndrome.

But that population “may soon dwindle,” 
he said. “And the reason why it may decline 
illustrates, in a vivid way, a struggle with the 
American soul. �at struggle will shape the 
character of our society in the decades to 
come.”

Prenatal testing today can detect 95 

percent of the pregnancies that have a 
strong risk the child will be born with Down 
syndrome, he said. Studies show more than 
80 percent of unborn babies diagnosed with 
it are aborted.

Raising such a child, he acknowledged, 
“can be demanding. It always involves some 
degree of su�ering.”

“�e real choice in accepting or rejecting 
a child with special needs is never between 
some imaginary perfection or imperfection. 
... �e real choice in accepting or rejecting a 
child with special needs is between love and 
unlove; between courage and cowardice; 
between trust and fear,” Archbishop Chaput 
said.

DIGNITY from page 1

Bishop Gerald F. Kicanas and many 
priests, religious and deacons joined more 
than 1,000 men, women and children in 
Tucson last month for the annual “March 
for Life,” to note the anniversary of the 
legalization of abortion.

“We prayed,” Bishop Kicanas said, “call-
ing for an end to abortion, for proper care 
for people with disabilities, for respect for 
the elderly, for concern for the migrant, for 
assistance for the poor and marginalized, 
for an end to capital punishment, and for 
building a culture of life locally, nationally 
and throughout the world.”

�e event began with a packed Mass at 
St. Augustine Cathedral and other servic-
es, then the multi-faith crowd assembled in 
the Cathedral parking lot for the 3.7-mile 
walk to Holy Hope Cemetery.

�ere the traditional rose ceremo-
ny marked the anniversary of the 1973 
Supreme Court in Roe vs. Wade, as a single 
rose was placed by individuals born in each 
of the years since that landmark decision.

Many youth groups participated in the 
walk, riding skateboards and bicycles, 
wearing T-shirts and carrying banners. 
Messages on the signs included “I regret 
my abortion,” “Take my hand not my life,” 
“Give women alternatives to aborting their 
child.”

Some marchers prayed the rosary; some 
walked with canes for support.

�e marchers “came to give witness to 
our Church’s teaching on respect for God’s 
gi� of life, the protection of human digni-
ty and to advocate for human rights,” the 
Bishop said a�erward.
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Many ‘March for Life’ in Tucson
Marchers attend Mass at St. Augustine Cathedral prior to the trek to Holy Hope Cemetery.


