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Father Ventura was buried, as he had asked of the Franciscans, 
in the cemetery of St. Catherine’s in Topowa, where today you can 
see the memorial the Tohono O’odham erected in his honor a year 
aft er his death.

Th e plaque on the back of the memorial reads:
Father Bonaventure Oblasser Franciscan Apostle to the Papagos 

lovingly known to our people as Ventura. He dedicated 55 years of his 
81 years of life bringing the consolations of Christ to our desert land. 
To the immortal spirit of Ventura, we, the desert people, fondly dedi-
cate this remembrance.

Photograph by Father Ponchie Vasquez, O.F.M.
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Founded on Faith...
Focused on the Future

Serving Southern Arizona 
since 1880

Carondelet St. Mary’s Hospital  l  Carondelet St. Joseph’s Hospital  l  Carondelet Neurological Institute

Carondelet Heart & Vascular Institute  l  Carondelet Holy Cross Hospital

Carondelet Medical Group  l  Carondelet Specialist Group  l  Carondelet Foundation

Church’s role in state’s history
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Yuma’s Immaculate Conception Parish to Celebrate 
150th Diamond Anniversary

Our Heritage
1866-2016 -- 150 years!  Forty-six years before Arizona became a state, Fr. Patrick Birmingham, with the Catholic 
people of the Yuma region, braved the terrible challenges of the times and the desert to establish Immaculate  
Conception Church as the second parish in the Diocese of Tucson.  In 2016, the parish will celebrate 150 years of 
service to the Yuma community and to the thousands of faithful who have received their eternal salvation through 
practicing their faith at Immaculate Conception Church.  Rev. Javier Perez, V.F., Pastor, with the assistance of special 
anniversary committees, has initiated a four-year celebration entitled RENEWING FAITH.

Our Vision of Renewal
Immaculate Conception Parish plans to celebrate the 150th anniversary of its founding through a comprehensive  
design for RENEWING FAITH.  For each of the four major components of the parish, one year, with monthly 
events, will be dedicated to reflection on important historical developments, to spiritual renewal, and to facility  
renovation.
2013 -  Mission of Our Lady of Guadalupe.  Established in the 1920’s, it continues to provide an important seg-
ment of the parish with a unique place of worship. 
2014 -  Franciscan Sisters of Christian Charity.  From Manitowoc, Wisconsin, they have been serving the parish 
and the school for 80 years.  Their critical influence on the personal, intellectual, and spiritual growth of children and 
parishioners is immeasurable.    
2015 - Immaculate Conception School.  Established in 1874, it has provided sound training in basic subjects and in 
religion to thousands of children.  
2016 - Immaculate Conception Church.  These years will be a time of revitalizing our spiritual life individually 
as well as regenerating our social and religious bonds in prayerful fellowship as a faith community.  It will also be 
a time for modernizing facilities for parishioners to participate more meaningfully in the educational and religious 
activities and in their sacramental life.

Symbolism of the Logo
The central focus depicts Jesus’ hand holding Immaculate Conception Church and sustain-

ing our faith for 150 years.  His extended hand surrounded by rays of light symbolizing 
the grace of God is an invitation to reflect on our life as a community, to return to the 
origins of our faith, and to renew our faith experience.  The church building is a vis-
ible expression of God’s abiding presence amongst us.  It is through Jesus’ teaching 
and love that we exist as a community.  The perfect circle represents God’s act of 
creation and symbolizes eternity, as it has no beginning or end.  Diamonds repre-
sent not only our 150th anniversary, but are also a symbol of inner strength that has 

existed amongst the faithful and between the four major components of the parish 
and the community.

Faith leads us beyond ourselves. It leads us directly to God.
-- Pope John Paul II

Church’s role in state’s history


